Remarks 
Claims 1-3 remain in the application. 
Claims 4-23 have been withdrawn from consideration. 
Claim 1 has been amended. 

in section 3 and 4 of the Office Ac,io„, Cain. ,-3 we* ^ected under 35 U.S C 10 3,a, 

over Shimada e, a,, in view of Kenji e, a, Applicailt had ^ ,„„ , he ^ ^ ^ ^ 
or suggest that the limitation -nanoiaminanon- retires a disc„»U„„„„ s la ver as per the 
specification. Tne Examiner noted that the specific has . broa(l ^ md ^ ..^ 
P^sen, Caims, therefore, are not iitnited to discontinuous ,a y ers, ^ cIaim , haJ ^ 
amended to specifically recite the limitation 

"a. least a single nano.amina.ion of a materia, select*, from the group consisting of 

A1 2 0 3 , Si0 2f Zr0 2) yttria-stabilized Zr0 2 , TiO, HfO, T* n c- m 

^2, iiu 2 , «ru 2 , Ta 2 0 5 , S13N4, A1N, B 4 C, SiC, Si4N 4 , 

Support for this amendment may be found on P a g e 3 .lines 9- 11 . Since none of the references 
teach or suggest a nanolamination forcing a discontinuous layer, A Pp]icant believes ^ ^ 
claimasamendedispatentableoverthepriorart. Since the amendment is believed to put the 

-^«~-^«- f ««orn^*^ to to i. Sinceclaims2 

and 3 are dependent on claim 1, the Examiner is respectfully requested to also withdraw the 
ground of rejection with respect to claims 2 and 3. 
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In view of the preceding amendments and remarks, Applicant believes that all the 
grounds for objection and rejection have been overcome and the pending claims are Edition 
for allowance and such action is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. Westwood et al. 
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